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eating goat meat, the Millers
said. Goat meat (also known by
the French word “chevon” or
Spanish word “cabrito”) is
commonly consumed in the
Middle East, parts of Africa,
Latin America and the
Caribbean. As the population
of the U.S. continues to diver-

.j)ify. some predict goat meat

“consumption will rise here.
This year the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture started
compiling annual goat invento-
‘ries. The U.S. is home to almost
2 million meat goats, according
to the January 2005 report. In
“Illinois, there are about 11,000
dairy and meat goats.

First steps

After the Millers set their
sights &n raising goats, it was
time to learn the ins and outs of
establishing a farm. That
meant navigating the world of
government agencies, associa-
tions and other groups that aid
‘farmers.

“There are a lot
‘acronyms,” Andrew said.

To begin with, there's the
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA), the Farm Service
Agency (FSA), which adminis-
ters subsidies such as LDPs
(loan deficiency payments),
the farm cooperative FS, the
agricultural loan cooperative
Farm Credit Services, the Nat-
ural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), which admin-
“isters programs that go by

of

| EQIP, CRP and CREP. And so
. on.

To help them through it all,
they signed up for a Farm
Beginnings class, a program
geared to new farmers or
established ones looking to
diversify their operations. It's
organized by the University of
Illinois, The Land Connection
and other groups.

“It makes us step back and
look at the farm as a whole,”
Andrew said.
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Andrew and Jennifer Miller,
digging a trench for a water
line on their farm near Sid-
ney, are learning about every-
thing from farm programs to
goat breeds.

“We're not looking to be mil-
lionaires, but we do want the
farm to pay for itself,” Jen-
nifer said.

They've outlined their goals,
a process they both found ben-
eficial. Both hold Ph.D.s and
sometimes focus on the details
so much they lose sight of the
big picture, they said.

They've been told it's good to
“go slow and start small,” they
said. And yet they admit, “we
kind of do everything by
overkill,” Andrew said.

Case in point: They would
like to get all the pastures and
paddocks organized and
fenced in a year. Andrew will

_Work 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday

through Friday, then spend
evenings laying water lines
throughout the property.
Other accomplishments thus
far? With the help of the NRCS
and Champaign County Soil
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict, they decided to install a
shallow-water habitat, a wet-
land area that will provide
habitat for waterfowl. They've
filed their business name,
Rush Creek Farms, with Cham-
paign County, and they've

secured a domain name for a
future Web site.

They've consulted with a
lawyer about liability issues on
the farm. They're learning
about slaughterhouse options
(and that “processing plant” is
the preferred industry term)
as well as the pros and cons of
going with a state-inspected
versus USDA-certified plant.

Choices ahead

The Millers are considering
their goat-buying options and
learning about the different
breeds. Selecting a goat for
meat production is different
from selecting one for the
show circuit.

“For parasite resistance, it's
important to raise a breed
that's suited to the climate,”
Jennifer said.

With that said, they're lean-
ing toward Kiko goats that
originate from New Zealand,
as opposed to Boer goats from

-South Africa.

Soon they'll have someone
run soil tests on their ground.
And in the spring they'll bor-
row a seed drill and plant a mix
of treats for the goats, proba-
bly clover, fescue, chicory and
other grasses.

“Another exciting thing is
getting animals to guard the
goats,” Andrew said.

A big concern is coyotes and
dogs. Dogs may not be inter-
ested in attacking and eating a
goat, but they have been known
to chase them until they drop
from exhaustion, the Millers
said.

So they purchased two Great |
Pyrenees puppies, large solid |
dogs that originated in Europe. |
They named them “Bo” and |
“Luke” (the Millers are “Dukes |
of Hazzard"” fans). '

They want to raise happy

‘goats that have access to sun |

and plenty of pasture to roam.

“We're trying to set up the
ideal working and environmen-
tally friendly farm. Whether
everything will work or not,
until the goats get here we
probably won’'t know,” Jen-
nifer said.




